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H  
ow astrologically appropriate for 
Elodie Holmes to have been born 
under a fire sign. A modern-day 
alchemist, she works with a blaz-

ing, white-hot furnace, transforming slivers 
of colored glass into breathtaking works 
of art. Fire is not only an essential part of 
that process—it’s also her partner, requiring 
constant vigilance and adjustment to achieve 
the desired result. An energetic woman 
in her mid 50s, Holmes’s eyes light up as 
she talks about the process. “It’s all about 

temperature and timing,” she explains. “If 
one of those things is off, the whole piece 
could be ruined.” In other words, successful 
glassblowing requires a perfect blend of art 
and science.

When not taming the forces of fire, 
Holmes enjoys a home life with her partner 
of 14 years, Jannine Cabossel, that is solidly 
down-to-earth. A graphic artist turned mas-
ter gardener, Cabossel is well known to Santa 
Fe Farmers Market visitors as The Tomato 
Lady, since growing heirloom tomatoes is 

her specialty. Additionally, the sprawling 
six-acre property they share on the outskirts 
of town delivers a rich array of bounty in the 
growing season, from peaches and strawber-
ries to chile peppers and kale. The grounds 
are also home to chickens, goats, and other 
assorted livestock, and over the last few 
years, the couple also added a music studio 
and meditation space. 

“I call myself an artisan farmer,” Cabossel 
says. “I like to grow varieties you can’t find 
in a grocery store and I’m also a bit obsessive 
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Holmes’s fierty beauties have earned her 
a series of accolades, including the 2015 
Reflections Award for artistic achievement 
from the Glass Alliance of New Mexico. 
Opposite: Holmes (left) and Cabossel work-
ing at Liquid Light Glass, their studio and 
shop located in the Baca Street Arts District.
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with whom she would celebrate the arrival 
of a daughter, Flynn, in 1989 (Murray sadly 
succumbed to cancer a number of years ago). 

The year the shop closed, Holmes was 
offered an artist-in-residence scholarship at 
the world-famous Pilchuck Glass School 
in Stanwood, Washington, to begin the fol-
lowing summer. Tragically, while driving 
through Utah on her way to Stanwood, in 
the pouring rain and with dusk approach-
ing, she fell asleep at the wheel, collided with 
a reinforced concrete culvert and ended up 
trapped in her vehicle, unconscious and suf-
fering from massive internal and external 
injuries, including a shattered left arm. 

“It was devastating, “ she says. “I had no 
idea if I would even be able to blow glass 
again.” Sixteen weeks and multiple surgeries 
later, she was finally able to return to Santa 
Fe, where she was welcomed with a wave of 
love and support that clearly still touches her 
to this day. 

And her homecoming not only helped 
heal her body, mind, and spirit, it presented 
her with opportunities to continue her work. 
Friend and fellow glassblower Waine Archer 
suggested she try doing torch work while  
she recovered her strength. Unlike glass-
blowing, which is physically demanding, 
torch work is done sitting at a specially 
equipped bench, working with tubes of glass 
and an adjustable flame. It was a perfect way 
for Holmes to stay creatively connected with 
glass. She started out small, making things 
like hearts, chiles, and cactuses, and soon 
found an outlet at Guadalupe Glass in the 
Santa Fe Railyard.

Guadalupe Glass belonged to Peter 
VanderLaan, an established glassblower 
with a studio in La Cienega. The two soon 
became friends and he eventually invited 
her to share a booth with him at the Buyers 
Market of American Craft (now called the 
American Made Show) in Philadelphia. 
“That was a huge leg up for me,” Holmes 
says. “My work was picked up by galleries, 
designers, and architects, as well as mom-
and-pop shops, all over the country. I’ll 
always be grateful to Peter for that.”

Once Holmes felt able to take up glassblow-
ing again, she went looking for a permanent 
studio space. In 2000, on a hunch, she 
approached the owner of Counter Culture, 
who also owned the art shops and studios on 
Baca Street, to see if he would sell her that 
part of the property. He finally agreed, the 
tenants stayed, and Holmes acquired 2,000 

square feet of studio and retail space. Liquid 
Light Glass was up and running by March of 
the following year. 

Elodie Holmes is now one of the premier 
artists in her field. Her work is featured in 
galleries and museum outlets all over the 
country, and in 2015 she was the recipient 
of Glass Alliance New Mexico’s Artistic 

when it comes to food. I like being in control 
of how it’s grown and where it comes from. 
But I think that’s a good obsession to have.”

Beekeeping is another interest the couple 
has in common, not only because bees are 
under threat, but also because of how they 
live and function in the hive. Cabossel has 
planted special bee-friendly flower beds and 

Holmes has created a wonderful series of 
highly original bee sculptures. “I find bees 
fascinating,” she says. “The way they work 
so harmoniously as a colony never ceases to 
amaze me. So, in a sense, these sculptures 
are also a wakeup call: no bees, no food.”

Born in Washington, DC, and raised in 
Rockville, Maryland, Holmes remembers 

that she was always attracted to the arts. 
She grew up playing guitar and singing, 
and when it came time to go to college, she 
followed a family legacy and chose ceramics 
as her course of study. After all, her great- 
grandfather was the chief designer for 
Lenox fine china when Woodrow Wilson 
was president, and he had the distinction 
of designing the first service to grace the 
president’s table.

After two years at Montgomery College in 
Rockville, Holmes had a yen to go West, so 
she moved on to the California College of the 
Arts in Oakland. It was there that she met 
the acclaimed glass artist Marvin Lipofsky 
and began to blow glass. “I’ve always been 
attracted to the physical aspects of glassblow-
ing,” she says, “the vibrant colors, shaping it 
while it’s soft, freezing it in motion, and 
the chemical reactions that cause colors to 
change. I’ve always had good hand-eye coor-
dination, and I loved the interaction of fire 
with glass and the constant movement—it’s 
like a dance.”

As she was nearing graduation and won-
dering where to go next, she noticed an ad in 
the newspaper looking for someone to join a 
small cooperative glass studio and gallery on 
Canyon Road called The Melting Pot. She 
had never been to Santa Fe and, she admits, 
“knew zip about it,” except that it was known 
to be artist-friendly. When she came to check 
it out in the spring, a perfect double rainbow 
greeted her the day she arrived—and of 
course she stayed. 

As it turned out, The Melting Pot was the 
first shop on Canyon Road to specialize in 
glass, with four artists, including Holmes, 
sharing studio time and working in the 
store. It was a different Canyon Road back 
then, she recalls. “It really was an artistic 
hub, with lots of artists living on the street, 
selling work out of their studios. I’ve always 
been very influenced by my surroundings, 
so that, together with the multicultural envi-
ronment, really appealed to me.” 

Although the shop closed in 1984, Santa Fe 
remained her home and Holmes immersed 
herself in community life. She played in 
a band, developed close friendships with 
other artists, and settled into what would 
become a long-term domestic partnership 
with Janet Murray, a local massage therapist, K
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Elodie Holmes in 1999, working at what was then the 
hot shop at Glory Hole Glassworks, and, opposite, in 
her Santa Fe home today.
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Clockwise from top left: Worker Bee Girls (2013); 
Honey Queen, detail (2012); Honey Drip, detail (2014). 
Opposite: Morning Glory Disc (2015). W
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Achievement award. Her signature pieces 
combine both her torch work and glass-
blowing skills, most recognizably and 
innovatively incorporating individually 
made dancing figures into the final design. 
When the figures are blended with the mol-
ten glass and blown—a technique she has 
perfected over the years—they grow, like 
images on a balloon. “I love it when people 
tell me the figures look so alive,” Holmes 
says, “because, for me, they really are a 
celebration of life. Having come so close 
to losing my own, they have a very special 
meaning for me.”  

The abstract sculptural quality of her 
work is perfectly exemplified by her best-
selling piece, Aurora, whose fluid shape 
and brilliant, f lowing colors reminded a 
friend of the aurora borealis. Each piece is, 
of course, as unique as an appearance of the 
northern lights. Her peers praise Holmes 
not only for her vibrant colors but also for the 
exceptionally broad range of her work and 
for pushing the creative envelope of an art 
form often dismissed as merely decorative.

Holmes has also introduced Cabossel to 

the art of glass blowing, so when the grow-
ing season is over, The Tomato Lady can also 
be found in front of a fiery furnace in the 
studio on Baca Street, working on her latest 
creation. “We’re both very artistic,” she says, 
“and we’ve always been supportive of each 
other. Elodie taught me to blow glass and I 
introduced her to beekeeping and taught her 
fly-fishing. Now she makes bee sculptures 
and I make glass garden ornaments, but, 
basically, I run the farm and Elodie runs the 
glass studio.”

After working with glass for more than 
three decades, Holmes’s passion for her 
chosen medium has clearly not diminished 
in the slightest. “If I had several lifetimes 
to live, I would choose to spend them all 
around glass,” she says simply. “It has so 
many different personalities, it’s a constant 
journey of discovery.” 

And, fortunately, this is one art form that 
is not threatened by the advance of technol-
ogy. “That’s one thing we don’t have to 
worry about,” Holmes continues, smiling. 
“No robot, no matter how clever, will ever be 
able to blow glass.” R   
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Cassobel starts all her produce from seed indoors,  
including the heirloom tomatoes for which she  
is famous. Opposite: Two Auroras (2015)W
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